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ANNUAL MEETING REPORT
Semba’s 2013 annual meeting was held on
November 24 at Schoolcraft College.
Election results:
nd
2 Vice President..…………… John Haynes
Semba Director…..…………..….Don Schram
Co-secretaries…..Sandy and Randy Graichen
Kim and John Haynes will serve as chairs for the
March 15, 2014 beekeeping conference. Randy
Graichen will serve as host at SEMBA meetings.
Treasurer’s report:
For the new fiscal year beginning 01/01/13
Balance forward…. $23,501.59
Income…………………. $485.00
Total….....................$23,986.59
Expenses……………….$287.88
Balance……………...$23,698.71
Tom Lisk, who audited SEMBA’s financial
records for the fiscal year 10/01/12 to 9/30/2013,
reported that the records were accurate and in
good order.
Ken Schramm, nationally known wine/mead
maker, presented an excellent program
including a demonstration on making a
honey/fruit mead.

Schramm’s meads are now available locally at
the following locations:
Ferndale
Schramm’s Mead, 327 W.9 Mile Road
8 Degrees Plato Beer Co., 611 W. 9 Mile Rd.
9 & Hilton Market, 823 E. 9 Mile Road
Winezilla, 155 W. 9 Mile Road
Madison Heights
Amori’s Liquor, 26122 John R
Clawson
Black Lotus, 1 East 14 Mile Road
Royal Oak
Cloverleaf Fine Wine, 711 S. Main Street
Holiday Market Wine Shoppe, 1203 S. Main
Royal Liquor, 1703 E. Eleven Mile Road

Troy
Red Wagon Shoppe, 1613 Livernois
Ann Arbor
Whole Foods, 3135 Washtenaw Avenue
Whole Foods, 990 Eisenhower Parkway
SEMBA MEMBERS WITH THE LONGEST
CONTINUOUS MEMBERSHIPS

(Date of initial memberhip and name)
1966 Alex Bzenko
1966 Joyce Guthrie
1966 Bill Sirr
1973 Kelly and Ruth Dunlap
1974 Gerry Marshall
1975 Loren Young
1977 Fritz Sanders
1978 Roger and Mary Sutherland
ANTS ARE MORE CLOSELY RELATED TO
BEES THAN TO MOST WASPS
A team of University of California, Davis
scientists has discovered that ants and bees are
surprisingly more genetically related to each
other than they are to social wasps such as
yellow jackets and paper wasps.
Using state-of-the-art genome sequencing and
bioinformatics, the researchers resolved a longstanding unanswered evolutionary question.
Scientists previously thought that ants and bees
were more distantly related, with ants being
more closely related to certain parasitoid wasps.
“Ants, bees and stinging wasps all belong to the
aculeate (stinging) Hymenoptera clade -- the
group in which social behavior is most
extensively developed,” said senior author and
ant specialist Phil Ward, professor of
entomology at UC Davis. For the complete
article go to Current Biology, October 21, 2013.
U.S. BEEKEEPERS URGE AMERICANS TO
BUY SOURCE-CERTIFIED HONEY
Washington, D.C. – October 15, 2013 – Facing
continued decline in their bee colonies and
shrinking honey harvests, U.S. beekeepers are
urging U.S. consumers to take an easy step in
helping preserve the domestic honey business
and assure the quality of the honey they choose
by buying source-certified honey. “Just look for
the ‘True Source-Certified’ logo,” said Randy
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Verhoek, president of the American Honey
Producers Association. “That logo tells you that
the honey you’re buying was ethically and
legally sourced. If you don’t see the logo, ask
your retailer or honey company to join the
program. And make sure that your favorite foods
that feature honey – from breakfast cereals to
snacks – are made by a food manufacturer who
purchases honey from a True Source-Certified
honey company.
“By taking this simple step you help ensure
quality, and you also help keep U.S. beekeepers
in business by preventing the sale of inferior,
underpriced and illegally sourced honey,” he
said.
The True Source-Certified™ program has been
applauded by U.S. beekeepers and honey
industry leadership, including the American
Honey Producers Association and the American
Beekeeping Federation, the two largest
organizations for U.S. beekeepers. One of the
main reasons is that it provides traceability from
hive to table, helping ensure the food safety and
security of the honey used in the United States.
To meet its honey demand, the United States
imports more than 60% of the honey it needs
from other countries. Most imported and
domestic honey is from high-quality, legal
sources. But some honey brokers and importers
illegally circumvent tariffs and quality controls,
selling honey to U.S. companies that is of
questionable origin – specifically, illegally
imported Chinese honey. This threatens the
U.S. honey industry by undercutting fair market
prices and damaging honey's reputation for
quality and safety. For more information, visit:
www.TrueSourceHoney.com
~Source: ABJ Ext-News Oct, 2013

COURT CLARIFICATION ON MICHIGAN’S
RIGHT TO FARM ACT
For the first time in quite a while, a published
court case on the Michigan Right to Farm Act
was released in the later part of September
2013. In that case, Lima Township vs. Bateson,
the appeals court walked through some of the
basic principles in interpreting and applying the
Right to Farm Act for purposes of local
government regulation of farms and agriculture.
This case was partly concerned about whether
the activity taking place on 30 acres of land was
farming or not. To view the rest of the story, visit

the following link:
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/court_
clarification_ on_ right_ to_ farm_ and_ local_
regulation
THE BEE INFORMED PARTNERSHIP
A report from the newly formed Bee Informed
Partnership (BIP) says thank you for taking part
in BIP's efforts to collect national colony
management data. Our annual survey has been
a continually expanding process and over the
past 3 years we have accumulated responses
from over 16,000 participants, and we are
starting to get a real picture of the effect of
various management practices and their effects
in the field.
As the second phase of our grant period begins,
we would like to invite you to participate even
further by becoming a part of our new focus
group targeted towards giving feedback on the
way we present our findings. We have several
initiatives under development to deliver
personalized hive management analysis to help
you decide what is best for your apiary and we
want you to be part of the process as we build
these new tools. As scientists, we have learned
that the way we think data should be presented
doesn't always make it understandable so we
need help from you. Your inputs will help guide
us in helping make the data immediately usable
by all beekeepers.
Your privacy is of the utmost importance to us. If
you would like to become a part of the new BIP
Focus Group please click the link below to join
our separate mailing list designed for those
participating in the group.
http://eepurl.com/HL23P
~Article submitted by Clay Ottoni
INTERACTIVE WEBSITES OFFERED BY
NATIONAL HONEY BOARD
In an effort to provide food manufacturers with
information about the use of honey as an
ingredient in products, the National Honey Board
created the MadeWithHoney.com interactive
websites. These five websites were launched to
provide manufacturers with industry-specific
technical, marketing and formulation assistance
in the areas of baking, beverage, confectionery,
dairy and snacking.
The National Honey Board encourages industry
members to utilize the information and content
found on these websites to stay up-to-date on
the latest food product trends and innovation, as
well as the most recent technical data available.
To find out more about these sites, the National
Honey Board encourages you to visit
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MadeWithHoney.com
~Source: ABJ Extra-News Nov 14, 2013
QUEEN BEES HONESTY IS THE BEST
POLICY FOR REPRODUCTION SIGNALS
Queen bees convey honest signals to worker
bees about their reproductive status and quality,
according to an international team of
researchers, who say their findings may help to
explain why honey bee populations are
declining.
"We usually think of animals' chemical signals
(called pheromones) as communication systems
that convey only very simple sorts of
information," said Christina Grozinger, professor
of entomology and director of the Center for
Pollinator Research, Penn State. "However, this
study demonstrates that queen honey bees are
conveying a lot of nuanced information through
their pheromones.
"In addition, until now, no one knew if queen
bees were manipulating workers into serving
them or if they were providing valuable, honest
information to workers. We have found that the
information queens are conveying constitutes an
honest message about their reproductive status
and quality. The queens are 'telling' the workers
that they are queens, whether or not they are
mated, and how well mated they are – in other
words, whether or not they have mated with a lot
of males."
Why do worker bees care if their queen is well
mated? According to Elina Niño, postdoctoral
fellow, Penn State, previous research has
shown that colonies headed by more
promiscuous queens -- those who mate with
many males -- are more genetically diverse and,
therefore, healthier, more productive and less
likely to collapse.
"Beekeepers have been very worried about their
queens, since they seem to not be lasting as
long -- a few weeks or months instead of one or
two years," said Niño. "We know that workers
will replace their queens when they are not
performing well. So if worker bees are able to
detect poorly mated queens and take steps to
remove them, it could be an explanation for the
rapid rates of queen loss and turnover that
beekeepers have been reporting.” The
researchers, who represent Penn State, North
Carolina State University and Tel Aviv
University, describe how they assigned queen
bees to a variety of treatment groups. They
report their findings in the November 13, 2013
issue of PLOS ONE.
~Source: ABJ Extra-News Nov. 13, 2013

TIPS FROM BILL SIRR
Does it dissolve? Perform a quick test of your
honey's purity by dropping a spoonful into a
glass of cool water and watching what happens.
Pure honey won’t readily dissolve in water. It will
stick together in a clump and sink to the bottom
of the glass. However, if the honey is impure,
it will start to dissolve almost immediately.
Many honey impostors are watered down
already, and common honey additives like
syrup of jaggery (made from sugar cane,
date palms, or coconut) will melt and give
the water a cloudy appearance.
Penn State University researchers say,
“Honey is best for soothing kid's coughs.
The natural anti-viral compounds in dark honeys
(like buckwheat) stop the hacking in kids over
the age of one better than over the counter
dextromethorphan.”
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
I just completed the 2 year Sustainable
Biodynamic Beekeeping class with Gunther
Hauk. I'm wondering if anyone in the SEMBA
group is adept at lobbying for bees with city
governments. I'd like to get something going
here in Ann Arbor, something like pollinator
friendly signs for people who don't use
pesticides, but do provide water and pollinator
forage, and establish some kind of planting for
bees on lawn extensions. I have lots of ideas
and would like a group of like-minded folks to
work with me.
~Eileen Dickinson edickins@umich.edu
BEEKEEPING MEETINGS IN
SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN
Oakland Bee Club
For information contact Dennis Holly,
248-542-1316 or Hollysapiaries@yahoo.com
Monroe Bee Club
For information contact Bill Bray at
braybill@hotmail.com
Ann Arbor Backyard Beekeepers
For information contact Megan Milbrath,
651-428-0543, a2b2club@gmail.com
Biodynamic Beekeeping, Ann Arbor
For information contact Eileen Dickinson at
734-717-4145.
Pine River Bee Club ,Goodells, MI
For information contact 810-364-5477.
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2014 SEMBA ANNUAL BEEKEEPERS’ CONFERENCE, SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 2014
th
Under the leadership of Kim and John Haynes, planning is underway for the 76 Annual SEMBA Beekeepers’
Conference to be held at Schoolcraft College on Saturday, March 15, 2014.The keynote speaker will be Clarence
C. Collison, PhD, retired Professor and Head of the Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology at Mississippi
State University. Dr. Collison, a native of Michigan, maintains his interests in beekeeping by continuing to lecture
and write monthly articles for Bee Culture magazine.
A variety of beekeeping workshops will be a part of the all-day program. A number of vendors will be in attendance.
No potluck will be held at the conference this year. Information regarding workshop titles, eating arrangements,
vendors and the cost of attendance will be included in the February/March newsletter.
For conference vending information, please contact Keith Lazar, C 248-361-1710 or keithmlazar@hotmail.com

SEMBA’s BEEKEEPING COURSE FOR BEGINNERS TO BE OFFERED
The 2014 SEMBA Beekeeping Course for Beginners held at MSU Tollgate Education Center in Novi will be offered
again starting March 2, 2014. The syllabus/schedule and application are available on line at sembabees.org under
Education.
For the past three years SEMBA has had more applicants for the Beginning Beekeeping Course than could be
accepted. Because of this overwhelming response, SEMBA has established a priority list giving preference to
SEMBA members and an alternate list for non-members. To be placed on the priority list, contact the course
registrars Roger and Mary Sutherland at rsuther@sembabees.org or call 734-668-8568.
SEMBA will offer an advanced beekeeping course if at least 25 people express an interest. Contact the course
registrars Roger and Mary Sutherland at rsuther@sembabees.org or call 734-668-8568.
SEMBA Bargain Corner

For Sale:
~Bees from H+R Apiaries, GA. 3 lb. $94, 2 lb. $84. Delivery April 24, 2014. No cage charge.
Contact Mike Siarkowski, 517-545-0824, bcky286@yahoo.com
~Beeswax for sale. Very clean (medium color). About 8-10lbs. available for $4.50/lb.
Contact lizze.toddmasters@gmail.com
~Bees. 3# packages from Wilbanks Apiaries, Georgia. Pick-up date April 22, 2014. Call Blanche Barber, 248-634-7017.
~Bees to be delivered in April. Bee classes starting February. Bob Jastrzebski, bob@cimsurf.com
Wanted:
~Four-frame hand extractor. Contact Clayton Scholz, claysbees@att.net or call 248-348-0217.
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